[PubMed [T

Abstract

Acta Psychiatr Scand Suppl. 2007;(436):20-32.

Hospital-treated psychosis and suicide in a rural community (1877-
2005). Part 2: Genetic founder effects.

Andersen JE', Hynnekleiv T.

Author information

Abstract
OBJECTIVE: To demonstrate the existence of genetic founder effects in hospital-treated
cases of psychosis and self-harm in historical cohorts of a small rural population.

METHOD: These cohorts consist of named persons born after 1845. The cumulative case
registers were linked to the purported pedigrees of three presumed mentally ill founders
living in the community in the 17th and 18th centuries. We compared the incidence of

psychosis and self-harm in the genetically unexposed population and in three exposed
founder populations.

RESULTS: We found a preponderance of organic mental disorders and schizophrenia in
the twice-exposed founder population and of other non-organic psychosis and self-harm in
the thrice-exposed founder population.

CONCLUSION: The genetic impact of the founders seems to have affected the incidence
rates of severe psychiatric disorders of their descendants in two ways. A founder effect is
detected in organic mental disorders and schizophrenia, and it seems to run independently
of that detected in affective psychotic disorders and intentional self-harm.
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